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Abstract

One of the longstanding issues that has afflicted society and has been
disputed by the farigain (the two main jurisprudential schools) is the act of
looking at the separated body parts of non-mahrams (those who we are not
permitted to marry or are not legally our marital partners). The problem has
become serious especially nowadays with the expansion of professions like
make-up, cosmetology, beauty therapy, etc. that have created more chance of
exposing body parts. The difference of opinion among jurists from different
religious schools regarding the permissibility of looking at these separated
body parts has been evident for a long time. It has been studied since
Allameh Helli in shiite and Mohammad Shafi'l in sunni jurisprudences. This
article is based on analytical and inferential methods for studying the
documents of farigain jurisprudents. It is understood that most
jurisprudential permissions refer to the occasions when the act is free of
lustfulness or the subject being looked at is not that of a feminine person.
Prohibitions also rely on the application of the act to the general
impermissibility of looking at non-mahrams. Some have distinguished
between looking at the separated parts when the person is alive and when he
or she is dead; the former being permitted, and the latter being forbidden.
Next to mentioning the defects of the permission, the reasons behind
prohibitions remain valid except when it concerns hair, fingernails and teeth.
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