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Abstract

According to the prevalent account of modernity, its essence is autonomy and
the rejection of all authorities, including religious authorities. This account also
argues that testimony as a source of knowledge and justification differs
fundamentally from authority. In other words, it argues that accepting testimony
as a source of knowledge and justification does not imply accepting others'
authority and does not contradict modern rationality and epistemic autonomy.
This view has significant implications for religious epistemology. This article
shows that the above concept of modernity is incorrect by using the statements
of modern classical philosophers. Then it criticizes the distinction between
testimony and authority. Any belief based on testimony is intrinsically
dependent on the source's authority; thus, one cannot separate them. The article
then presents two other significant criticisms of the idea of autonomy suggested
by contemporary epistemologists. The conclusion is that the idea of autonomy is
not justifiable and that accepting another authority under certain conditions is
not in conflict with rationality, but rationality demands it.
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1 .epistemic autonomy
2 .epistemic authority
3.epistemic self-reliance
4. testimony
5. epistemic egotism
6. epistemic egoism
7.epistemic universalism
8 .Socratic influence
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10. episteme
11. scientia
12. opinion
13. faith
14. the emergence of probability
15. probabilistic reasoning
16. knowledge based on non-demonstrative reasoning
17. intelectual self-reliance
18. optimism
19. individualism
20. egalitarianism
21. what is enlightenment
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23. self-governance

24. inclination
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25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

fancy
heteronomous
logical egoism
infallible

ideal type

weak and strong deference



