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Abstract

In the transitiona to postmodern government today, we can witness new methods of
governance in developed societies that have revolutionized the relation between
masses of people and the state in civil grounds. These modern methods are shown
within the key concept of “good governance” that is one of the major criteria of
distinguishing between premodern and postmodern political societies.

Undoubtedly, the media, as an important active institution of civil society which has
a close association with citizens and political leaders, has a high status in the process
of modern governance because it could act as a medium of transmitting the
dominant discourse and leaders’ messages to the people and reciprocally reflecting
the latter’s requirements to upper levels of the political governance. One should
consider the positive and correct role at social level as an important element in the
process of actualizing good governance, since modern governments, especially of
authoritarian types, can use it as a purposeful means of controlling masses and
establishing their hegemony.

This article, while searching an answer to the effect of media literacy on modern
governance , has used a two-variable analytical method to establish cause
relationship between people’s media literacy (independent variable) and media
functions (dependent variable) and proposes the hypothesis that with the increase of
people’s media literacy in postmodern societies the governments’ instrumental use
of the media will decrease and the media can play a remarkable role in actualizing
good governance and establishing committed and responsible states vis-a-vis their
citizens’ civil rights if they adopt a correct performance-
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